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IWGP World Heavyweight Title Match
Zack Sabre Jr. [C] vs. Shota Umino

2024 Year To Date — NJPW Singles Matches

Since Hirooki Goto accomplished this feat in 2004 and 2005, no NJPW

wrestler has achieved 20 NJPW singles victories in consecutive calendar

years. Zack Sabre Jr. ended 2024 with 20 singles victories after finishing

2023 with 24 singles wins.

Zack Sabre Jr. led NJPW with a .800 winning percentage in 2024. The last

time a wrestler led NJPW at the end of a calendar year with a winning

percentage under .800 was Kenny Omega in 2018.

No wrestler has ever main-evented a January 4th Wrestle Kingdom event

after winning fewer singles matches in the previous calendar year than

Shota Umino's 8 singles wins in 2024.

Zack Sabre Jr. enters Wrestle Kingdom with an NJPW leading nine-match

winning streak in NJPW singles matches.

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches
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Sabre Jr. vs. Umino

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches — Main Events

Shota Umino's first NJPW main event singles victory occurred on March 15,

2023 when he defeated Zack Sabre Jr. in the second round of the 2023

New Japan Cup. Since then, Umino has only won one NJPW singles match

in the main event.

Zack Sabre Jr. has won five-straight main event singles matches dating

back to the final block match of G1 Climax 34 in August.

If Zack Sabre Jr. wins the Tokyo Dome main event on January 4th, he will

become the first foreign-born wrestler to win the Tokyo Dome main event

since Brock Lesnar in 2006.

Other foreign-born NJPW Tokyo Dome main event winners: Shota

Chochishvili, Hulk Hogan, Bob Sapp, Brock Lesnar.
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Sabre Jr. vs. Umino

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches — In Tokyo Dome

At an average age of 32.61 years old, Zack Sabre Jr. vs. Shota Umino is the

ninth-youngest Tokyo Dome main event in the last 20 years.

Zack Sabre Jr. started his Tokyo Dome career with three straight singles

victories before losing the NJPW World Television title to Hiroshi Tanahashi

in the Tokyo Dome last year.

Wrestlers who made their Tokyo Dome Singles Match debut in the main

event:

Antonio Inoki: 4/24/89

Shota Chochishvii: 4/24/89

Hulk Hogan: 4/13/90

Ric Flair: 3/21/91

Kensuke Sasaki: 1/4/95

Nobuhiko Takada: 10/9/95

Keiji Muto: 10/9/95

Naoya Ogawa: 4/12/97

Toshiaki Kawada: 5/1/98

Jun Akiyama: 1/4/02

Mitsuharu Misawa: 5/2/02

Josh Barnett: 1/4/03

Shinsuke Nakamura: 1/4/04
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Brock Lesnar: 10/8/05 (or 1/4/06 for 1:1)

Shota Umino: 1/4/25
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Sabre Jr. vs. Umino

2024 Year To Date — NJPW Individual Overall

Zack Sabre Jr.'s 81 overall victories in 2024 were the fourth most in NJPW,

only behind Yota Tsuji, Tetsuya Naito, and BUSHI

Shota Umino's 56 overall losses in 2024 were the sixth-most in NJPW.

(Honma, Gedo, EVIL, Michinoku, Newman)

Zack Sabre Jr.'s 24 hours, 18 minutes, and 52 seconds of total match

length was sixth-most in NJPW in 2024.

Shota Umino's 22 hours, 12 minutes, and 26 seconds of total match length

was seventh-most in NJPW in 2024.

Los Ingobernables de Japon (Naito, Tsuji, Takagi, Takahashi, BUSHI)

occupied the top five spots in total match length in NJPW in 2024.

Shota Umino wrestled in 120 NJPW matches in 2024, that was the sixth-

most in NJPW last year.

All Time — IWGP World Heavyweight Title Matches

Shota Umino unsuccessfully challenged Jon Moxley for the IWGP World

Heavyweight Title in May of 2024.
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Sabre Jr. vs. Umino

Head To Head History - Singles Matches

IWGP World Heavyweight Title was defended 13 times in 2024. That is a

record for the most defenses in a single year for NJPW’s top title. The

IWGP Heavyweight Title saw 11 defenses each in 2009 and 2011.

The IWGP World Heavyweight Title has been defended five times in the

Tokyo Dome. It changed hands in the last two defenses and three of those

five matches.

The previous iteration of the IWGP Heavyweight Title was defended 33

times in the Tokyo Dome and changed hands in 10 of those matches.
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Zabre Jr. vs. Umino

IWGP World Heavyweight Title Defenses in Tokyo Dome



NJPW Wrestle Kingdom 19
Date: January 4, 2025
Venue: Tokyo Dome
Time: 5:00 PM JST

Statistics, Research, and Info by Chris Samsa (@thechrissamsa, sportofprowrestling.com)

Special Single Match
Tetsuya Naito vs. Hiromu Takahashi

2024 Year To Date — NJPW Singles Matches

Tetsuya Naito's 13 singles victories in 2024 were fifth-most in NJPW.

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches

Tetsuya Naito's 173 NJPW singles victories are the fourth-most in the last

20 years, only behind Tanahashi (249), Goto (204), and Okada (185).

Tetsuya Naito's 90+ hours of total NJPW singles match length is the

second-most in the last 20 years.

All Time — Singles Matches — In Tokyo Dome

Tetsuya Naito enters tonight's Tokyo Dome match with Hiromu Takahashi

with a three-match winning streak in Tokyo Dome singles matches.

After winning his first four Tokyo Dome singles matches, Hiromu Takahashi

has lost two of his last three singles matches in the dome.
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Naito vs. Takahashi

2024 Year To Date — NJPW Individual Overall

In three of the last five years, including 2024, Tetsuya Naito has led NJPW

in total overall match length. In 2024, Tetsuya Naito accrued over 29 hours

of total match length.

Only BUSHI wrestled in more NJPW matches in 2024 than Tetsuya Naito's

134.

Head To Head History - Singles Matches
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IWGP Global Heavyweight Title Match
David Finlay [C] vs. Yota Tsuji

2024 Year To Date — NJPW Singles Matches

David Finlay enters tonight's match with Yota Tsuji with a five-match

winning streak in NJPW singles matches.

David Finlay's 20 singles victories in 2024 tied Zack Sabre Jr. for the most in

NJPW.

Yota Tsuji's 27 NJPW singles matches in 2024 were only second to Shingo

Takagi's 28.

Yota Tsuji's 8 hours, 2 minutes, and 12 second of 2024 singles match

length was the second-most in NJPW in 2024.

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches — In Tokyo Dome

This will be David Finlay's first one-on-one singles match in the Tokyo

Dome. Finlay defeated Will Ospreay and Jon Moxley in a three-way match

on last year's Tokyo Dome card.

Yota Tsuji lost to Yuya Uemura at Wrestle Kingdom 18.
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Finlay vs. Tsuji

2024 Year To Date — NJPW Individual Overall

All Time — IWGP Global Heavyweight Title Matches

Head To Head History - Singles Matches
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Finlay vs. Tsuji

IWGP Global Heavyweight Title Defenses in Tokyo Dome
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IWGP Junior Heavyweight Title Match
DOUKI [C] vs. El Desperado

2024 Year To Date — NJPW Singles Matches

DOUKI enters tonight's IWGP Junior Heavyweight Title match against El

Desperado with a career-high five-match singles winning streak.

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches — In Tokyo Dome

El Desperado has won two-straight singles matches in the Tokyo Dome.

2024 Year To Date — NJPW Individual Overall

All Time — IWGP Junior Heavyweight Title Matches
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DOUKI vs. El Desperado

Head To Head History - Singles Matches

The IWGP Junior Heavyweight Title has been decided 31 times in the Tokyo

Dome and it has changed hands in 17 of those matches.

The IWGP Junior Heavyweight Title has changed hands in 11 of the last 13

matches where it has been decided in the Tokyo Dome.

IWGP Junior Heavyweight Title Defenses in Tokyo Dome
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NEVER Openweight Title Match
Shingo Takagi [C] vs. Konosuke Takeshita

2024 Year To Date — NJPW, AEW, MLP, DDT Singles Matches

Shingo Takagi's 28 singles matches and 8 hours, 31 minutes, and 5

seconds of total singles match length were both the most in NJPW in 2024.

Shingo Takagi's 12 losses in 2024 were also the most in NJPW in 2024.

Across four companies, Konosuke Takeshita went 23-8 in singles matches in

2024.

Takeshita enters this match with an eleven-match winning streak across

four companies.

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches

In the last six years, Shingo Takagi has the most singles victories in NJPW

with 88.

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches — In Tokyo Dome

After Shingo Takagi began his Tokyo Dome singles career with two

consecutive victories, he lost two in a row. He last won here in 2021.

This will be Konosuke Takeshita's Tokyo Dome debut.
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Takagi vs. Takeshita

2024 Year To Date — NJPW, AEW, DDT Individual Overall

All Time — NEVER Openweight Title Matches

With 13 victories, Shingo Takagi has won the most NEVER Openweight Title

Matches ever. He recently surpassed Tomohiro Ishii's 12.

Head To Head History - Singles Matches



NJPW Wrestle Kingdom 19
Date: January 4, 2025
Venue: Tokyo Dome
Time: 5:00 PM JST

Statistics, Research, and Info by Chris Samsa (@thechrissamsa, sportofprowrestling.com)

Takagi vs. Takeshita

The NEVER Openweight Title has changed hands in eight of ten Tokyo

Dome defenses, including the last three.

NEVER Openweight Title Defenses in Tokyo Dome
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Lumberjack Match
Hiroshi Tanahashi vs. EVIL

2024 Year To Date — NJPW Singles Matches

Hiroshi Tanahashi's last NJPW singles victory occurred on January 5, 2024

when he defeated Ryusuke Taguchi at last year's New Year Dash. 364 days

marks the longest stretch between singles victories in Hiroshi Tanahashi's

career.

Tanahashi enters tonight's match with EVIL with a five-match losing streak.

EVIL enters tonight's match with Hiroshi Tanahashi with four-match losing

streak.

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches

Hiroshi Tanahashi's 340 NJPW singles victories land him 20th all-time, and

are, by far, the most in the last 25 years. Tanahashi has over 100 more

singles victories than the next-most in the last 25 years.
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Tanahashi vs. EVIL

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches — In Tokyo Dome

No wrestler has more Tokyo Dome singles victories than Hiroshi Tanahashi's

15.

Tanahashi holds the record for the most Tokyo Dome singles match length

(8:46:25), most Tokyo Dome singles matches (23), and most Tokyo Dome

singles victories (15).

2024 Year To Date — NJPW Individual Overall

EVIL's 123 matches in 2024 were the fourth-most in NJPW.

EVIL's 71 losses in 2024 were the most in NJPW, and he accrued 16 more

losses than the next most (Kanemaru & Taguchi with 56).

Head To Head History - Singles Matches
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NJPW World TV Championship Four Way Match
Ren Narita [C] vs. Jeff Cobb vs. Ryohei Oiwa vs. El Phantasmo

2024 Year To Date — NJPW Singles Matches

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches

All Time — NJPW Singles Matches — In Tokyo Dome

2024 Year To Date — NJPW Individual Overall
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Narita vs. Cobb vs. Oiwa vs. El Phantasmo

All Time — NJPW World TV Title Matches

Head To Head History - Singles Matches - Combined Against All Opponents

Head To Head History - Singles Matches
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Narita vs. Cobb vs. Oiwa vs. El Phantasmo

NJPW World Television Title Defenses in Tokyo Dome
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IWGP Women's Championship Match
Mayu Iwatani [C] vs. AZM

2024 Year To Date — STARDOM & NJPW Singles Matches

Mayu Iwatani's .875 winning percentage in 2024 STARDOM singles matches

is the highest in STARDOM.

All Time — STARDOM & NJPW Singles Matches

Mayu Iwatani has the most STARDOM singles match victories ever with

162.

AZM has the second-most STARDOM singels match victories ever with 123.

All Time — STARDOM Individual Overall

No wrestler has won more matches in STARDOM all-time than Mayu

Iwatani with 462.

All Time — NJPW & STARDOM Individual Overall — In Tokyo Dome
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Iwatani vs. AZM

2024 Year To Date — STARDOM & NJPW Individual Overall

All Time — IWGP Women's Title Matches

Head To Head History - Singles Matches
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IWGP Junior Heavyweight Tag Team Four-Way Tokyo Terror Ladder Match
Kevin Knight & KUSHIDA [C] vs. Francesco Akira & TJP vs. Kosei Fujita &
Robbie Eagles vs. Drilla Moloney & Clark Connors

2024 Year To Date — NJPW 2 v. 2 Matches

All Time — NJPW 2 v. 2 Matches

All Time — NJPW Tag Team Matches — In Tokyo Dome

2024 Year To Date — NJPW — All Instances Tagging
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All Time — IWGP Junior Heavyweight Tag Team Title Matches

The IWGP Junior Heavyweight Tag Team Titles have been defended in the

Tokyo Dome 24 times. It has changed hands in 50% of those matches.

The IWGP Junior Heavyweight Tag Team Titles have been retained in four

of the last five Tokyo Dome defenses.

IWGP Junior Heavyweight Tag Team Title Matches in Tokyo Dome
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